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Timeline of genocide and genocidal crimes against humanity, 1900 to present 

 

 

From John Cox, To Kill a People: Genocide in the Twentieth Century (Oxford University 

Press, 2015) 

 

 

 

Location/perpetrator Victims Dates Approximate number 

of victims 

Congo Free State Congolese 

civilians 

1885-1908 10 million 

German South-West Africa Herero and 

Nama 

1904-1908 65,000 – 75,000 

Putumayo region, Andes 

(Peru-Ecuador- Colombia) 

Indigenous 

peoples 

ca. 1900-1914 100,000 

Ottoman Empire Armenians, 

Greeks, 

Assyrian 

Christians 

1915-1923 1.5 million 

Soviet famines Ukrainians, 

Kazakhs, 

others 

1930-1933 5 – 7 million 

Soviet political repression, 

terror, expulsions 

“kulaks,” other 

political 

groups and 

perceived 

enemies; 

ethnic 

minorities 

ca. 1930-ca. 

1950 

4 – 6 million 

Dominican Republic Haitians 1937 12,000 – 20,000 

Turkey (eastern Anatolia) Kurds of 

Dersim/Tunceli 

province 

1937-1945 15,000 – 30,000 

Japanese war and occupation 

in Asia 

Chinese, 

Indochinese, 

Koreans, 

Malays, 

Filipinos, other 

Asian peoples 

1937-1945 10 – 20 million 
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Nazi empire Jews, Russians, 

Poles, 

Romanies, 

others 

1939-1945 14 –17 million 

Croatian Ustaša regime Serbs, Jews, 

Romanies 

1941-1945 350,000 – 400,000 

French war in Algeria Algerians 1954-1962 400,000 – 700,000 

civilians  

China’s “Great Leap Forward” Peasantry, 

others 

1959-1961 30 – 45 million 

Indonesia Leftists, other 

political 

enemies; 

ethnic 

minorities 

1965-1966 500,000 

U.S. war in Vietnam South and 

North 

Vietnamese 

1964-1973 2 – 2.5 million civilians 

Nigeria Igbos 1966-1969 1 – 2 million 

East Pakistan (Bangladesh) Hindus, 

Bengalis 

1971 1 – 3 million 

Burundi  Hutus 1972 200,000 

 

Cambodia Ethnic 

minorities, 

political and 

social groups 

1975-1979 1.7 – 2.2 million 

Indonesian occupation of 

East Timor 

East Timorese 1976-1999 150,000 – 180,000  

Soviet war in Afghanistan Afghan 

civilians 

1979 – 1989  1.5 – 2.0 million 

Guatemala Maya Indians 1981-1983  100,000 – 200,000 

Iraqi Kurdistan Kurds 1987-1989 100,000 

Rwanda Tutsi 1994 500,000 – 800,000  

Bosnia Bosnian 

Muslims 

1992-1995 50,000 

Sudan, Darfur region Fur, Masalit, 

other 

indigenous 

peoples 

2003- 300,000 – 400,000  
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Sudan, South Kordofan and 

Blue Nile regions 

Nuba peoples 2011- Hundreds of thousands 

forcibly displaced; 

casualties are 

extremely difficult to 

estimate 

 

 

These figures are based on the latest, most reliable estimates. Genocide scholars and 

human-rights activists often settle upon the highest possible estimates in a misguided 

effort to maximize public attention and indignation (for example, deaths in the Wars of 

Yugoslav Succession of the 1990s are often doubled, to 200,000). I have tried my best to 

avoid this temptation.  

Invariably many of these numbers are imprecise, as indicated by the ranges I’ve 

offered in most cases. This imprecision is not only because of the unreliability of census 

figures from many places; in addition, it is often difficult to assign blame or determine 

why certain people we displaced or killed—civilians in a wartime siege, for example, or 

victims of political or racial hysteria, which can sweep up people who are not in the 

targeted groups. Also, as merely one example of the difficulty in determining why some 

victims are killed: Ukrainians and others perished under Stalin as consequences of both 

famine and of political repression aimed at their nationality (and therefore there is some 

overlap between those two entries above). In addition, we all have multiple identities, 

and the perpetrators are often unsure exactly who it is that they are killing (for example: 

a Nazi killer might wonder, if given to such thoughts, “are these people I’m killing Jews, 

Poles, partisans, or maybe all three?”).  

This timeline was designed to complement the themes and case studies of the 

book, and therefore lists examples of genocidal violence that conform its definition (see 

Introduction). This is not a comprehensive accounting of politically motivated atrocities 

or crimes against humanity, which would include these egregious crimes, among many 

others:  

 

- The Italian invasion and occupation of Libya and Ethiopia and the use of 

concentration camps in the former and poison gas in the latter in the 1920s and 

1930s, during Benito Mussolini’s inept but destructive attempt to build an empire.  

- The India-Pakistan Partition (1947), during which roughly one million people, and 

probably many more, were killed because of their identity as either Hindus or 

Muslims. The Partition was also marked by the largest population displacement 

of all history (at least 12 million displaced), surpassing the population upheavals 

and transfers at the end of World War II in Europe. 

- Wars, military dictatorships, and revolutions and counter-insurgencies killed 

hundreds of thousands in Central America in the 1980s, and tens of thousands 
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more in Chile, Argentina, and elsewhere in Latin America during the Cold War. 

Right-wing governments and militaries were primarily responsible. 

- The “Second Congo War” of 1998-2003 was the most devastating conflict 

anywhere in the world since 1945: more than five million people were killed. 

Subsequent conflict, often genocidal in nature (i.e., targeting a specific group) has 

taken the lives of at least one million more. See Chapter 4, under 

“Authoritarianism and War under Kagame” subhead, for more. 

- A more comprehensive list would also include more instances of the decimation 

of indigenous peoples, beyond those listed, in Asia, Africa, and the Americas (e.g., 

the Ache in eastern Paraguay in the 1960s-‘70s) through violence, starvation, 

slave-like labor conditions, disease, forced assimilation, and forms of cultural 

genocide throughout the last century and up to the present. See Samuel Totten 

and Robert K. Hitchcock, eds., Genocide of Indigenous Peoples: A Critical 

Bibliographic Review (Piscataway, NJ: Transaction, 2010). 

 

Notes on selected entries: 

 

Congo Free State: See the Introduction. This is included because it stretched into the 

early twentieth century, and its enormity merits its acknowledgment whenever possible. 

The dates (1885-1908) are for the duration of Leopold II’s personal rule; abuses and 

mass deaths persisted for a few years beyond 1908, when the Belgian government 

seized direct control. Adam Hochschild has popularized the figure of ten million, and no 

one has offered a persuasive alternative. The actual numbers may have been somewhat 

lower or higher (e.g., Congolese historian Ndaywel e Nziem suggested thirteen million, 

the highest scholarly estimate).  

 

Dersim Kurds: Kurdish people in a province of eastern Anatolia (in eastern Turkey) 

known as “Dersim” in Kurdish and “Tunceli” in Turkish. Somewhere between 15,000-

30,000 people were killed by the Turkish government of Mustafa Kemal Atatürk in its 

drive to consolidate its dominance in the region. This operation had a distinctly 

genocidal character, as it was aimed against specific ethnic and political groups. Some 

historians have used the term “ethnocide” in addition to (or rather than) genocide 

because it was also a campaign of forced assimilation.  

 

Nazi war and genocide: These figures include victims of Nazi allies and accomplices. The 

Croatian and Romanian regimes killed hundreds of thousands of Jews, and both 

murdered large numbers of Roma and Sinti.  

 

Croatian Ustaša regime: The fascist Ustaša party controlled large parts of Bosnia as well 

as all of Croatia. It is listed separately because of its genocidal campaign against Serbs, 
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at least 300,000 of whom were murdered. Roughly 50,000 Serbs perished in the 

infamous Jasenovac camp complex. 

 

Soviet Union, China: See the Introduction.  

 

The Dominican Republic’s genocide of Haitians: Known as “El Corte” (the cutting) or the 

“Parsley Massacre,” this took place in October 1937. Haiti occupies the western side of 

the island of Hispaniola, and many Haitians lived across the eastern border in the 

neighboring Dominican Republic. Dominican dictator Rafael Trujillo orchestrated the 

killings of the darker-skinned Haitians, whom he demonized as racially inferior; “cattle 

thieves”; and so on. 

 

Japanese atrocities in Asia: For Japan’s genocidal mass killing in China, the largest of the 

Japanese Empire’s crimes, estimates of casualties vary widely. Before its larger-scale 

1937 invasion of China and subsequent aggressions against other Asian nations, Japan 

had invaded Manchuria in 1931 and employed the methods of indiscriminate killing, 

mass rape, and other atrocities that were later visited upon many other peoples. More in 

the Introduction. 

 

Indonesia: The military dictatorship, which took power at this time, also targeted ethnic 

minorities (e.g., Chinese), but the violence was aimed primarily at Communist Party 

members or suspected members. 

 

U.S.-Vietnam War: South Vietnamese and North Vietnamese troops and their allies (i.e., 

for South Vietnam: South Korean regular forces; for North Vietnam: the NLF or “Viet 

Cong” guerillas) also committed atrocities, but not nearly to the extent or with the 

technology and firepower of U.S. forces. More in the Introduction. 

 

Nigeria: A military government took power in 1966 and waged a harsh war to suppress 

the attempted secession of the “Republic of Biafra” in a southern region populated by 

ethnic minorities, primarily the Igbo (sometimes spelled “Ibo”) people. 

 

Guatemala: The small Central American nation was wracked by civil war and harsh 

repression from 1962 to 1996; the worst years of targeted genocidal violence were 

1981-1983 (see the Introduction), which is why that period is indicated.  

 

Bosnia: Croats and Serbs also suffered ethnic cleansing and other atrocities during the 

Yugoslav wars, which killed roughly 100,000 people. Half those victims were Bosnian 

Muslims, aka Bosniaks, who were singled out for genocidal destruction by Serbian and 

Bosnian-Serb forces and, in relation to the other nationalities, suffered a much higher 

proportion of civilian casualties. See the Introduction. In 1998-1999, the Milošević 
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government conducted another wave of ethnic cleansings and massacres against the 

Muslim peoples (ethnic Albanians) of Serbia’s Kosovo region, which subsequently 

gained independence. 

 

Sudan: In southern Sudan (as of 2011, the independent “Republic of South Sudan”), civil 

war accompanied by severe government violence killed as many as two million people 

between 1983 and 2005. The Sudanese government of Omar al-Bashir and the National 

Islamic Front/National Congress Party, which took power in 1989, used many of the 

same tactics that would later attract worldwide attention in Darfur. 

 

Darfur: As this book goes to press, the violence in Darfur has not ended despite 

ceasefires and peace treaties in 2010 and 2011. The first two years of the conflict, which 

began in February 2003, marked the most intense period of government-sponsored 

crimes against humanity. Since 2011, the Nuba people—who endured ethnic cleansing 

and other forms of genocidal violence under the same regime between 1992 and the 

early 2000’s—have again been targeted. The government has also expelled tens of 

thousands of Dinka Ngok from the Abyei region since seizing that area in May 2011. See 

the Spring 2014 special issue of Genocide Studies International. 

 

One final note: In most cases of genocidal loss of life, disease and starvation have 

accounted for one-half or more of the deaths. 

 

John Cox, January 2015 


